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France and is becoming evident to every French-
man.

This arises from the fact that, in all the ages, the
greatness of Prance has mingled with the progress
of humanity. The genius of her history always
made her wage war for the benefit of other peoples.
Even the conception of mankind as the prolonga-
tion of the fatherland is, pre-eminently, the work of
the great Revolution.

After the misfortunes of the Terrible Year, the
beautiful humanitarian dreams underwent a visible
decline. A second war disastrous to France would
deal for ages a mortal blow to human solidarity.

"If we sought to heap up," Michelet has said
somewhere, "what each nation has from dis-
interested motives expended in gold, in blood, and
in efforts of every description for objects which
could serve only the world at large, the pyramid
of France would rise to the heavens."

That is why all the nations, great or small,
aside from the mean calculations of diplomacy,
desire a France that is strong within and without.
Instinctively, they all share in the evolution of
her life. The weaker and, perhaps for that very
reason, the more sympathetic ones, loudly admit
that they have two fatherlands, their own and
Prance. The same thing occurs frequently, in